
 

Early Bird Academy is a Title 1 funded instructional program designed 
to provide extra assistance to our secondary students here at          
Savannah Grove. Virtual and face-to-face students can participate in 
127 sessions this school year, from October 12th to April 30th, each 
day from 7:00am to 7:30am. Four certified teachers and a program  
facilitator will work in small group settings to enhance key ELA and 
Math skills. For more information, please contact the school.  
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November 2020 

Counselor’s Corner 
 Mrs. Smith, School Counselor 

 

Our character word for 
November is Gratitude - 
Letting others know you 
see how they've helped 
you. 
 

Thanksgiving is a special 
holiday and a time that we 
reflect on all the things we 
are thankful for. As a family, 
discuss people who have 
helped your family, either  
directly or indirectly. Plan 
a way to express your     
gratitude over the next few 
weeks. 

Curriculum News!!! 
Jill Fitzkee, Curriculum /Technology Coach 

Exciting things are continuing to happen here at 
Savannah Grove!  We are proud of our students 
and teachers as they continue to strive for       
excellence every day in all areas.  The students’ 
hard work is apparent as we celebrate successes 
every day with specific learning goals such as 
learning math facts, leveling up in Lexia,    
meeting Dreambox goals, and rising to the  high 
academic expectations set forth by our teachers 
in class.  We continue to be excited  to watch 
our students grow and succeed in all areas of the 
curriculum.  Thank you, SGES families, for 
your support of our students and our staff. 
 
    

 
 

 
 
More than 79 million US students carry 
backpacks, yet many sustain injuries from 
improper use. 
Current recommendations are that a loaded 
backpack should not weigh more than 10% 
of a student’s weight. (a student weighing 

100 lbs. should carry a backpack weighing no more than 10 
lbs.) 
Students who change how they load/carry backpacks report 
less pain/strain to back, neck and shoulders. 
-Choose a backpack with wide, padded shoulder straps, and a 
padded back. 
-Always use both shoulder straps so weight is evenly        
distributed. 
-Pack light. Organize the backpack to use all compartments. 
Pack heavier items closer to the center.  
-Check what a child is carrying to/from school. Make sure all 
items are needed for daily activities. 

 

Lora Ruggiero, School Nurse 



MONTH OF November-SGES IS HIGHLIGHTING     

First Grade 

Hello Gators!  We are so excited 
that along with our third through sixth 
grade students, our kindergarten, first 
graders, and second graders have 
begun working in the constantly 
growing and changing                  
makerspace!  The makerspace is a 
transformational classroom near the 
Media Center where our students can 
choose various activities to learn 
more about STEAM, or Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Art,    
Mathematics, and even Music.  The 
students have been working with  
robots, building and taking apart       
motorized vehicles, designing  
projects with the new Dremel 3D 
printer, completing various             
engineering challenges, and creating 
amazing art pieces.  

    

Denise Kelly Weiss/ Literacy Coach 

Our students at the Grove are working very hard on Lexia. They are  
motivated to complete their goals and they receive a certificate and 
a book every time they level up! 

Lexia is a program that helps students work independently to         
develop their critical reading skills through individualized,              
motivating learning paths. All students, regardless of their skill level, 
can each work at their own pace and the teacher is notified when 
they require support.  

Lexia was founded more than 30 years ago. Lexia is one of the most   
rigorously researched, independently evaluated, and respected 
reading programs in the world. Lexia’s products are designed       
according to the latest scientific findings in education and are      
centered on empowering literacy educators by providing a            
personalized approach to learning and ongoing data to drive          
instruction. 

 

   

 

• November 2nd-Parent-Teacher       

Conferences and Title 1 Dive Into Data 

@ 2:00pm-6:00pm 

• November 3rd– Election Day 

• November 10th-End of 1st  Quarter 

• November 17th-Report Cards  Issued 

• November 26th-27th-Thanksgiving 

Holiday 

 

                                            
In first grade this year, students have focused on 
the following reading skills: main ideas and de-
tails, story structure, and text features. Students 

have enjoyed reading a variety of stories and then 
applying the skills they have been taught during 
their independent practice. We have learned how 

to write complete sentences and the part of a sentence such as nouns, verbs 
and adjectives.  Students participated in a contraction operation game. Our First 

Graders used tweezers to pick up words and wrote the contrac-
tions. We are working hard on learning our 
addition and subtraction facts 0-9, along with 
different strategies that will help them be suc-
cessful. In Social Studies, we have focused 

on community helpers, rules and responsibili-
ties for citizens and bullying. Lastly, we have 
learned all about the materials found here on 
Earth such as rocks, soil, sand and water. 
We have made a lot of progress so far and 
are extremely proud of our first graders! 

                                BEHAVIOR MODIFICATION 101 

                                  Tips from Our School Based Therapist, Julie Williams 

                                         Play gives children a chance 

to practice what they are learning. 
 


